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AP Research Course Description 
(AP Seminar is a prerequisite for AP Research) 

 
AP Research, the second course in the AP Capstone experience, allows students to deeply 

explore an academic topic, problem, issue, or idea of individual interest.  Students design, plan, and 
implement a yearlong investigation to address a research question.  Through this inquiry, they 
further the skills they acquired in the AP Seminar course by learning research methodology, 
employing ethical research practices, and accessing, analyzing, and synthesizing information. 
Students reflect and document their processes and development, and curate the artifacts of their 
scholarly work through a process and reflection portfolio (PREP). The course culminates in an 
academic paper and a presentation and oral defense. (details below) 

AP Research is not tied to a specific content area, rather it emphasizes and strives for 
competency in core academic skills. Students gain Essential Knowledge (EK; “What students will 
know...”) and develop and apply discrete skills identified in the Learning Objectives (LO; “What 
students will demonstrate...”) of the Enduring Understandings (EU; “What students will remember in 
the long term...”) within the five big ideas represented by the acronym QUEST introduced in the 
prerequisite AP Seminar: 

● Question and Explore: Read critically; pose questions and identify issues that compel you to 
want to explore further. 

● Understand and Analyze: Use specific tools – such as re-reading, questioning in the text, and 
considering multiple perspectives – to break down an idea or argument into parts that make 
sense to you. 

● Evaluate Multiple Perspectives: Identify a variety of perspectives, viewpoints, and/or 
arguments of an issue and consider any bias to determine the validity of that point of view. 

● Synthesize Ideas: Create new perspectives after evaluating other varying perspectives and 
establishing a unique position or claim using a variety of resources designed for a specific 
audience. 

● Team, Transform, and Transmit: Communicate the message clearly and effectively so as to 
transform both participants and audience. 

A more detailed breakdown with objectives available in appendix 
 

Advanced Placement Performance Task 
While the topic of each research study will vary, the course requires students to plan and 

conduct a study or investigation. The course provides opportunities (activities/ assignments) for 
students to understand principles of discipline-specific research methods (e.g., qualitative, 
quantitative, mixed) to develop, manage, and conduct an in-depth study or investigation in an area 
of student’s own interest in order to fill a gap in the current field of knowledge. The final output of 
these efforts includes:  
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● 4,000 –5,000 word Academic Paper [75 % of AP Score] that includes following 
components: 

○ Introduction:  
■ This section introduces and contextualizes the research question and initial 

student assumptions and/or hypotheses. Additionally it reviews the previous 
work in the field to synthesize information and a range of perspectives related to 
the research question (e.g., literature review) to allow for the student to identify 
the gap in the current field of knowledge to be addressed. 

○ Method, Process, or Approach:  
■ This section explains and provides justification for the chosen method, process, 

or approach. 
○ Results, Products, or Findings:  

■ This section presents the findings, evidence, results, or product from the 
student’s work. 

○ Discussion, Analysis, and/or Evaluation:  
■ This section interprets the significance of the findings, results, or product and 

explores connections to the original research question while discussing the 
implications and limitations of the research or creative work. 

○ Conclusion and Future Directions:  
■ This section reflects on the process and how this project could impact the field 

while discussing the possible next steps and/or future directions. 
○ Bibliography:  

■ This section provides a complete list of sources cited and consulted in the 
appropriate disciplinary style. 

● A 15-20 minute Presentation and Oral Defense [25% of AP Score]:  
○ This presentation may be accomplished in a variety of formats, so long as it reflects the 

depth of their research.  
○ The defense will include up to four questions from a panel consisting of the AP 

Research teacher and two additional members (chosen at the AP Research teacher’s 
discretion). 

○ Prior to this performance, the students whose academic paper was accompanied by an 
additional piece of scholarly work (e.g., performance, exhibit, etc.) will arrange for the 
teacher and panelists to view the scholarly work. 

 
Process and Reflection Portfolio (PREP) 

AP Research goes beyond collecting evidence. Instead, the research process is about true 
inquiry—asking questions and coming to solutions and conclusions through serious thinking, 
discussion, and reflection. CRITICAL THINKING is a huge component of this course. The student 
researcher will seek relevant information and develop an informed perspective, but not merely a copy 
of existing research. Students regularly revisit ideas and refine their research question, topic, and/or 
approach. 
 



While the academic paper, presentation, and oral defense are the assessed manifestations of 
this process, other products, exhibits, and/or performances may be used by students to develop their 
ideas further. Specifically to keep track of the inquiry process, students are required to keep a digital 
Process and Reflection Portfolio (PREP)—a formative assessment tool that will be shared in real time 
with their AP Research Teacher. 

The Process and Reflection Portfolio should be its own dedicated portfolio, binder, folder, etc. 
These artifacts/ sources you document for the PREP are going to create a bulk of the graded content 
for the course (reflections, annotated bibliographies, etc.) 

Ongoing components of this PREP will be frequent annotated bibliographies and reflections. 
The annotated bibliographies will require the student to reflect on the significance or contribution of 
the scholarly work they are researching in a larger context to the field, as well as how their individual 
work is also fitting into the larger context of the field (establishing a body of knowledge and 
connecting the student’s work to it). Some of these reflections, instead of being written, will be 
assessed in verbal contexts. These context will alternate from students explaining and justifying their 
decisions in a 1-on-1 with the teacher as well as in group interviews with the rest of the class in order 
to develop oral presentation skills tailored for a specific audience (presentation practice prior to the 
Performance Tasks).  

Besides these teacher driven exercises, student will also frequently document their 
correspondence with Expert Advisors and research developments to be shared. Overall student 
should expect to have regular work-in-progress interviews with the teacher to review her progress 
and to receive feedback on their scholarly work as evidenced by the PREP. These will be informally 
once a cycle (as described above), but formally documented at least once a month. PREP will 
continue throughout the course and even after completion of Oral defence and paper submission. 
 
Plagiarism Policy 
AP Capstone Policy on Plagiarism and Falsification or Fabrication of Information: 

● Participating teachers shall inform students of the consequences of plagiarism and instruct 
students to ethically use and acknowledge the ideas and work of others throughout their 
course work.  The student's individual voice should be clearly evident, and the use of others 
must be acknowledged, attributed, and/or cited. 

● A student who fails to acknowledge the source or author of any and all information or 
evidence taken from the work of someone else through citation, attribution or reference in 
the body of the work, or through a bibliographic entry, will receive a score of 0 on that 
particular component of the AP Seminar and/or AP Research Performance Task.  In AP 
Seminar, a team of students that fails to properly acknowledge sources or authors on the 
Team Multimedia Presentation will receive a group score of 0 for that component of the 
Team Project and Presentation. 

● A student who incorporates falsified or fabricated information (e.g., evidence, data, sources, 
and/or authors) will receive a score of 0 on that particular component of the AP Seminar 
and/or AP Research Performance Task.  In AP Seminar, a team of students that incorporates 
falsified or fabricated information in the Team Multimedia Presentation will receive a group 
score of 0 for that component of the Team Project and Presentation. 

As per FHA handbook: Students who are found guilty of cheating or plagiarism will be subject to the 



plagiarism policy which includes: notifying Assistant Principal, a phone call home, and a zero on the 
assignment. After that, the student is permitted to inquire about a make-up assignment to receive 
partial credit. The make-up assignment, including its requirements and point potential, will be at the 
discretion of the teacher. Failure to make up this new assignment will result in the zero standing. 
 
GRADING/ HOMEWORK 
This course is different from most standardized curriculum-driven courses. The work here will be 
mostly independently driven and adapted to accommodate where the students go with their research 
and studies. That being said there will be graded assignments given throughout the quarters. 
Students will be required to go home and practice research skills. We will also have readings that will 
be required. A large majority of student grades will come from these homeworks, frequent (weekly) 
reflections, PREP work on things like annotated bibliographies, and other drills practicing and drafting 
the final AP Projects of this course including the research paper and oral presentation/ defense. Since 
there is an amiable nature to these assignments, in lieu of traditional categories, a total point grade 
system will be adopted. 
 
ATTENDANCE/ LATENESS 

- If a student frequently comes late or frequently misses class will have her grade lowered 
- If you know you will be absent, please contact me prior to missing class 
- You are responsible for finding out what work you missed and making it up 
- If you are absent for a test or when something is due, it is your responsibility to see me on the 

day of your return to make arrangements for a make-up or submission  
 
CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE/ EXPECTATIONS 
- Respect: for your teacher and your peers- Know when to speak, when to listen. 
- Be Proactive! You are expected to be proactive in bringing forth any questions, concerns, or 

problems. Let me know if you are having trouble or confused.  
- No cell phones may be seen at any time. Laptops/ chromebooks are for schoolwork. 

o If you are caught using devices like laptops/ chromebooks for something other than class 
work, you will have those privileges temporarily suspended. 

- You are expected to be present physically AND mentally.  
- If you need to use the restroom - it happens - you will be asked to leave your cell phone . 
- I expect everyone to participate in discussions. 
- I expect questions. Asking questions allow us to clarify and elaborate on topics and ideas. There is 

never anything wrong with asking a question and I will never refuse a question (within reason). 
- I reserve the right to remove or prohibit any obstructions to the learning process from the 

classroom. This may even include you, if you are becoming a disruption from the lesson. 
- I will start glass with “Good Morning” or “Good afternoon” chants, deal with it. 
- I hope you join in on our chants :-) 
- I will do my birthday song when there is a birthday. 
 

Content Disclaimer* - During this course we will be experiencing an immense plethora of media, materials, and source 
content. Some of that content may be mature in topic, theme, and / or language. While no material will be utilized for the 

sake of profanity, there will be some in the various readings. If a student ever has a problem with the material or its 
mature content, she may speak to Mr. Ugenti about alternate/ make-up assignments. 

  



AP Research Timeline (Approximate) 
● September-November - Students will explore an area of interest with the intent to develop 

a research question.  They will complete an annotated bibliography then develop and revise 

formal Inquiry Proposal. Students will start reaching out to expert advisors. 

○ Early November: ALL ETHICAL DOCUMENTATION COMPLETED, SIGNED, AND 

TURNED IN PRIOR TO INQUIRY PROPOSAL 

○ November 15th - Final Inquiry Proposal must be submitted (drafts submitted prior) 

● December-February - Students carry out their research project and begin drafting sections 

of their paper.  During this time, students will meet with discipline-specific expert advisors on 

an as-needed basis.  

○ Late December: Draft of first three chapters due (before Christmas break) 

○ January Mid-term: First three chapters of paper due 

● March - April: Students complete their research, wrap up with expert advisors, and write a 

complete draft of their paper. Students will also be practicing their presentation skills. 

○ Late March: before Easter break students will do a dry run-through of their defense.  

● April 15 - Final paper is submitted (drafts checked prior), and Oral defense is scheduled 

● April 17- (week) Students prepare and deliver their Paper Presentation and Oral Defense.  

○ A committee of at least three teachers/expert advisors will assess the presentation.  

○ Only AP teacher gives the ultimate grade. 

● MAY - Students will begin post AP projects including:  

○ poster presentation to be demonstrated at the Science Symposium on May 25 

○ AP Research presentations to current AP Seminar students 

○ final PREP exit interviews/ reviews. 

 
  



 

Unit Title 
Topics WIthin the Unit 

Academic Cycles 
Prep Work/ Assignments 

Unit 1: Developing Research Essentials 
Expectations and requirements of course, Teacher/ Advisor Roles, 

Bridging Seminar to Research, QUEST, Developing Problem statements, 
Problem statements into research questions,  

Weeks 1-4 
Preliminary field articles, Problem 

Statements (PREP),  
Research Question Draft with 

components (PREP) 

Unit 2: Collecting Sources, Ethics, and  Literature Review 
RAVEN v CRAAP, Database orientation, research vs. Research, 
Analyzing Articles, Synthesizing Information, Citation Formats,  

Research Ethics in Primary and Secondary Research: Misconduct, 
Treatment of Participants, Ethical Dilemmas, Ethical Guidelines, 

Benefice and Nonmaleficence, Fidelity and Responsibility, Integrity, 
Justice, Respect for People’s Rights and Dignity, Institutional Approval, 

Informed Consent, Dispensing Informed Consent, Deception, 
Debriefing, Confidentiality, Nonhuman Research IRB 

Weeks 5-9 
Pair presentation on ethical 
responsibilities (assigned 3 
categories), Ethics pledge & 

reflection (PREP), 
Annotated Bibliography (PREP), 

Thematic Outline of topic 

Unit 3: Understanding Reasoning  
& Research Design and Methods 
Assumptions and argument fallacies 

Line of Reasoning reviews 
Different research field characteristics 

Literature Review components 

Weeks 10-18 
Finalized Research Question/ 

Inquiry Proposal Form, 
Annotated Bibliography (PREP) 
Rough Draft first three sections 

1-on-1 Interviews 
 

Unit 4: Findings and Analysis of Data 
Where to conduct data gathering 

Survey Creations 

Weeks 19-22 
Rough Draft Oral Defense 

1-on-1 Interviews 
Reflection / goal setting (PREP) 
Survey Questions Justification 

paper (PREP) 

Unit 5: Data Interpretation and  
Final Composition 

Practice Defense Questions & Paper Draft 

Weeks 23-26 
Reflection on peer feedback from 

defense questions (PREP) 
Finalized Rough Draft Due 

Unit 6: Oral Presentations 

Weeks 27-33 
Pre-presentation checklist (PREP) 

Oral Presentations & Defenses 
Finalized Paper 

Unit 7: Poster Presentation, AP Seminar,  
and Publication 

Weeks 34-36 
Present to AP Seminar 

Create Poster Presentation 
Final Reflection on the course, 
process, paper, presentation, 
and entire Capstone Program) 

(PREP)  



AP Research Expert Advisor 

College Board explains the role of expert advisor as follows: 

Discipline-specific expert advisor can guide students’ formulation of research questions 
interpretation of data, and the academic paper or presentation revision process as well as 
provide critical, constructive feedback to strengthen student’s voices in the academic 
conversation.  

Expert advisers represent a resource for teachers and students in a variety of areas (i.e., 
expertise in specific disciplines, fields, or methods). 

To put it simply, they provide occasional guidance as students complete their AP Research Projects.  

Students are responsible for initiating contact with Advisors. You do not have to meet for a specified 
number of hours or in any regular schedule.  

Expert Advisors can: 

✓ when asked, should provide feedback and guidance to students regarding their choice 
of research questions/project goals, data- or information-collection methods, and 
analysis strategies 

✓ may hold individual work-in-progress interview with students to discuss the progress of 
their papers or presentations, explore issues and/or discuss topics and perspectives, 
and question students as necessary 

✓ may provide necessary background for a topic – including suggesting possible resources 
– so that students are not disadvantaged in their exploration 

✓ may help students with the mechanics of the research process (e.g., strategizing to find 
answers to questions or helping them understand how to access resources) 

✓ may provide general feedback to students about the elements of their papers or 
presentations that need improvement 

✓ may vary in number according to the needs of the paper or presentation 

Consultants/ Advisors may NOT: 

✗ generate research question/project goals for students 
✗ conduct or provide research, articles, or evidence for students 
✗ write, revise, amend, or correct student work 
✗ provide or identify the exact questions a student will be asked prior to his or her 

defense (i.e., students should be prepared to answer every one of the oral defense 
questions) 

✗ provide unsolicited help (i.e., students must initiate conversations that call for 
consultant feedback, such as asking a question to which the consultant can then 
respond). 

 
*As your teacher, I am considered an expert advisor and must adhere to similar guidelines.* 



Learning Objectives 
Q.U.E.S.T. 

● Big Idea 1: Question and Explore 
○ LO 1.1C: Identifying a topic of inquiry. 
○ LO 1.1D: Articulating the purpose and significance of the scholarly inquiry. 
○ LO 1.1E: Developing and revising a focused research question/project goal. 
○ LO 1.2A: Retrieving, questioning, organizing, and using prior knowledge about a topic.  
○ LO 1.3A: Accessing and managing information using effective strategies. 
○ LO 1.4A: Evaluating the relevance and credibility of the source of information and data 

in relation to the inquiry. 
○ LO 1.5B: Designing, planning, and implementing a scholarly inquiry. 
○ LO 1.5C: Demonstrating perseverance through setting goals, managing time, and 

working independently on a long-term project. 
○ LO 1.5D: Employing ethical research practices. 

 
● Big Idea 2: Understand and Analyze 

○ LO 2.1B: Summarizing and explaining a text’s main idea or aim while avoiding faulty 
generalizations and oversimplification. 

○ LO 2.2A:Identifying, explaining, and analyzing the logic and line of reasoning of an 
argument. 

○ LO 2.2B: Evaluating the relevance and credibility of evidence used to support an 
argument, taking context into consideration. 

○ LO 2.2C:Evaluating the validity of an argument. 
○ LO 2.2D: Evaluating and critiquing others’ inquiries, studies, artistic works, and/or 

perspectives. 
○ LO 2.3A: Connecting an argument to broader issues by examining the implications of 

the author’s claim. 
○ LO 2.3B: Evaluating potential resolutions, conclusions, or solutions to problems or 

issues raised by an argument. 
 

● Big Idea 3: Evaluate Multiple Perspectives 
○ LO 3.1A:Identifying, comparing, and interpreting multiple perspectives on or arguments 

about an issue. 
○ LO 3.2A: Evaluating objections, implications, and limitations of alternate, opposing, or 

competing perspectives or arguments. 
 

● Big Idea 4: Synthesize Ideas 
○ LO 4.1A: Formulating a well-reasoned argument, taking the complexities of the problem 

or issue into consideration. 
○ LO 4.1B: Selecting and consistently applying an appropriate disciplinary or 

interdisciplinary  approach to form a scholarly argument or aesthetic rationale. 



○ LO 4.2A: Interpreting, using, and synthesizing qualitative and/or quantitative 
data/information from various perspectives and sources (e.g., primary, secondary, print, 
nonprint) to develop and support an argument. 

○ LO 4.2B: Providing insightful and cogent commentary  that links evidence with claims. 
○ LO 4.3A: Attributing knowledge and ideas accurately and ethically, using an appropriate 

citation style. 
○ LO 4.4A: Extending an idea, question, process, or product to innovate or create new 

understandings. 
○ LO 4.5A: Offering resolutions, conclusions, and/or solutions based on evidence 

considering limitations and implications. 
 

● Big Idea 5: Team, Transform, and Transmit 
○ LO 5.1A[R]: Planning and producing a cohesive academic paper, considering audience, 

context, and purpose.  
○ LO 5.1B: Adhering to established conventions of grammar, usage, style, and mechanics. 
○ LO 5.1C: Communicating information through appropriate media using effective 

techniques of design. 
○ LO 5.1D: Adapting an argument for context, purpose, and/or audience. 
○ LO 5.1E: Engaging an audience by employing effective techniques of delivery or 

performance. 
○ LO 5.1F: Defending inquiry choices and final product with clarity, consistency, and 

conviction. 
○ LO 5.3A: Reflecting on and revising their own writing, thinking, and creative processes. 
○ LO 5.3C: Reflecting on the larger significance of engaging in the overall inquiry process 

and producing a completed scholarly work. 
○ LO 5.4A: Engaging in peer review to provide constructive responses to one another’s 

work, appropriate to the stage of a project’s development. 
○ LO 5.4B: Engaging in peer review to receive and consider responses to their work. 


